
	  

A haunting new short film inspired by the true story of Kate McPherson, a courageous 

young Scots woman, who is forced to leave her family home during the turbulent 

Highland Clearances in 1813 and board an emigrant ship bound for the New World. 

Watch the trailer to a film that has been said  ‘giving voice to the silent glens that once teemed with life' 
http://www.imdb.com/video/imdb/vi715698713 



	  

	  

	  
FILM INFORMATION 

 

Title 

Last Footsteps of Home 

 

Tagline 

A frayed ribbon bound for a new world 

 

Teaser 

http://www.imdb.com/video/imdb/vi715698713 

 

Specs 

Running Time: 8 min 45 secs  

Genre: Drama  

Format: HD (ProRes HQ) 

Completed: Nov 2015 

Writer & Director: Robert Aitken 

Lead Actress: Molly O’Brien 

Production Company: MWB Productions 
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Summary 

Last Footsteps of Home is a haunting new short film inspired by 

the true story of Kate McPherson, a courageous young Scots 

woman, who is forced to leave her family home during the turbulent 

Highland Clearances in 1813 and board an emigrant ship bound for 

the New World. 

 

	  

Extended summary 

Last Footsteps of Home is a haunting new short film inspired by the 

true story of Kate McPherson, a courageous young Scots woman, who 

is forced to leave her family home during the turbulent Highland 

Clearances in 1813 and board an emigrant ship bound for the New 

World. 

 

It is a story close to the heart of the film’s creator Robert Aitken, the 

music producer who was born and brought up in Sutherland, a north 

Highland county ravaged by the Clearances which saw farming 

tenants brutally evicted from their homes. 

 

Explains Robert: “Last Footsteps of Home will follow our highland 

heroine through her own emotional turmoil at the precise point when 

she is leaving her home, her way of life and her country. We will feel 

the wail in her dreams to the waking stark reality of her situation. From 

her final look back at the land of her birth to her ghostly after presence, 

we will quite literally follow in her Last Footsteps of Home.” 
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A SYMBOLIC STORY 

 

Last Footsteps of Home aims to ‘give voice to the silent glens that once 

teemed with life in a film made by Highlanders for the World’. 

	  
Robert and his team were greatly moved by the story of Kate McPherson’s 

courage, faith and endurance in the face of countless hardships where just 

to survive was a miracle. They hope that aspects of their film will resonate 

with the audience on the topical and often controversial issue of migration 

in general. Mass movements of people, land grabs and forced evictions are 

still happening in many countries around the globe and Robert believes 

their film can give some indication of the true significance of never seeing 

your homeland again. 

 

Robert has deliberately left the exact location of the film ambiguous as the 

Highland Clearances is so deeply rooted that to this day it can still evoke 

heartfelt emotion in descendants at home and abroad. The people who left 

the Scottish Highlands, either voluntarily or by force, ventured to Australia, 

New Zealand, Canada, and America etc. Many went on to become leading 

figures in shaping these countries in the modern world. As such, Robert 

has decided to end his film with a positive message of the impact that 

emigrants from all over Scotland have made on the New World. 
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Last Footsteps of Home 
a frayed ribbon bound for a new world 

Molly O’Brien - lead actress 

Dundee born Molly was brought up in Blairgowrie and started 

acting classes at the age of seven when she moved to Ireland for 

two years. Back in Blairgowrie, Molly continued her newfound 

love for acting at her local theatre company before going on to 

audition for a foundation acting class at Scottish Youth Theatre. 

 

Molly’s first role in a short film was when she was in a re-

imagining of Gregory's Girl in association with GMAC and the 

BFI. More recently she played a lead in a Conservatoire Student 

film and a Screen Education Edinburgh short film. She has since 

acted in several short films including working as a background 

artist on larger television shows. Molly will also appear in the 

coming series of Outlander. 

Jacquie Aitken – heritage researcher 
Born and bred in Brora, a coastal town in the far 

north county of Sutherland, Jacqui qualified in 

Biology & Sociology at Edinburgh in 1993 and 

studied Archaeology at Aberdeen University. 

A lifelong interest in Highland history, 

landscapes and communities has shaped her 

career, working over 15 years in heritage and 

archaeology including heritage officer, 

community project manager, tutor, event 

organiser and researcher for local authority, 

charities & educational organisations. Jacqui 

spent many years running the Brora Salt Pans 

community excavation with The SCAPE Trust, 

which was awarded best community excavation 

in 2009. Recent areas of research include The 

Highland Clearances and Monastic Sutherland. 

BRIEF BIOGS 

Robert Aitken - writer & director 

Robert Aitken is a media composer and independent director and 

producer of cultural projects at home in Scotland and abroad. He 

was director on ‘Working Life to War Life’, exploring the effects of 

WW1 on the North East of Scotland during 1914-18. His acclaimed 

soundtrack to the Highland Clearances, Kildonan, features newly 

inspired composed and arranged pieces. As a PDQB qualified 

teacher and examiner he pioneered one of the largest extra-

curricular delivered music programmes in Scotland. Robert is 

currently developing a series of filmed episodes pertaining to the 

story of Scottish emigration with a view to a full-length feature.  



	  

	  

MUSIC 

The music used in Last Footsteps of Home was composed by Scottish 

composer and producer Robert Aitken and takes a new approach to 

interpreting the Highland Clearances. It has already been chosen to back 

Oxfam’s Enough Food for Everyone international campaign and a major new 

US documentary on the Scottish diaspora entitled Voices Over the 

Water which is being produced by Double Emmy Award winning Guy Perrotta.  

 

Robert describes his film as a tone-poem to the people of the Highland 

Clearances. “We’ve deliberately kept it free from dialogue, instead, syncing 

the visuals to the rhythm and tempo of the music. We’re also using early 

cinematic techniques such as montage and jump-cuts, as pioneered in the 

1920s which works well with our use of the music.” 
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A WORD FROM DIRECTOR & LEAD ACTRESS 

 

 “I'm hugely excited that our film has used actual locations connected with 

the Highland Clearances in Caithness as well as Sutherland. It's very 

important that our story has an empathy with the area and the 

circumstances that the local people often found themselves facing. You 

can only do that by being on the land and breathing in the air where the 

more turbulent events of the Clearances happened.” 

 

Robert Aitken - writer & director  

 

“When I first heard about the role of Kate McPherson I was very excited. 

The Highland Clearances is a subject that interests me greatly, especially 

in the light of the fact that although they took place hundreds of years ago, 

similar examples of people having to leave their homes and go elsewhere 

can be seen all over the world today.” 

 

 

“It is a privilege to be involved in a project that is telling Kate McPherson's 

story in this way. She really was an amazing woman – her life inspires me 

and symbolises the determination of we as Scots for a better life over the 

years and the desperate quest of many people around the world today 

having to leave their homes and go elsewhere.”  

 
Molly O’Brien - lead actress	  
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Last Footsteps of Home 

a frayed ribbon bound for a new world 

 “ Kate’s McPherson’s story has inspired the new short film, Last Footsteps of Home. 
It is a tribute both to her and to all the many other people who, as a result of the Highland 
Clearances, were forced to leave their homeland and to make new lives overseas.”  
 

James Hunter – Writer of ‘A Dance Called America’ and ‘Scottish Exodus’ etc.  
& Emeritus Professor of History at University of Highlands and Islands 

COMMENT 

“It's everything I imagined and more. 

The music sounds like the North Sea itself! 

Congratulations.” 

 
Heather MacLeod - Scottish Interior Life	  

“Kate McPherson is a forgotten public heroine here in Canada. I 

hope the film shines a light on this intrepid soul. She was among 

the best and brightest of the Selkirk Settlers and her descendants 

live here to this day. I'm guessing Last Footsteps of Home will be 

a hit with Winnipeg's Scottish community.” 

 
Alexandra Paul - Reporter with Winnipeg Free Press 

	  

“We are very excited to be working with Robert Aitken. 
Robert has shown enormous dedication to his crafts, music and 
education, which is exemplified in the way he is helping us to ‘give 
voice’ to those who are no longer among the living.”  
 

 Guy Perrotta - Double Emmy Award Winning Director/Producer 

“This is so exciting to hear about your film…I am so looking forward to 
hearing more and being able to see your film.” 

Lynda Jonasson – Kate McPherson’s great-granddaughter six times removed 

	  



	  

	  

	  	  
OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE (R) & MENTION (M) 
 
22 October 2015 (M) 
Sutherland clearances extraordinary episode, says historian - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-34602284 
 
14 September 2015 (R) 
Filming in Dunbeath, Brora and Golspie for Last Footsteps -  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-34244433 
 
12 September 2015 (M) 
Criock decanter used to feed babies gifted to museum 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-33880041 
 
21 August 2015 (R) 
Dundee born actress cast for Highland Clearances film 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-34015066 
 
20 August 2015 (R) 
Young actress to recreate Highland Heroine 
http://www.heathermacleod.co.uk/young-actress-to-recreate-highland-heroine/ 
 
9 July 2015 (R) 
New film to tell Highland Clearance story 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-33449732#_=_ 
 
6 July 2015 (R) 
New film to tell real life Highland Heroine’s story 
http://www.heathermacleod.co.uk/new-film-to-tell-real-life-highland-heroines-story/	  
	  
8 February 2013 (R) 
Sutherland Clearances composer’s new work 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-21359911 
 
 
FILM IMAGES 
 
Production Stills Album (dropbox – no account required) 
http://bit.ly/1MYWBXo 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Film teaser trailer 
https://vimeo.com/140168581	  
	  
Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/footsteps1813 
 
Twitter 
https://twitter.com/robaitmwb	  	  #footsteps1813 
 
Blogsite	  
http://lastfootstepsofhome.tumblr.com/	  
 
 
PRESS OFFICER 
 
For interviews & further information please contact: 
words@heather.uk.net  or +44 (0)7891 144157 
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